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4 fchﬁispr Calls Memoricl to
o ’Pope' Jofin Not Unity Sign -

. WARSAW, July 17 (AP) =
A Polish Roman Catholic Arch-
bishop today asked priests to
boycott a.project backed by the
Communist regime -to erect
iéhiorial fo Pope John XXIIL
¥~ Archbishop Boleslaw Kominek
‘of ‘Wroclaw (formerly Breslau)
warned in'a message to priests
that the project was designed to
undermine” church unity. The
‘warning came against a back-
ground of renewed assertions by
he church that it does not: seek
4 test of strength with the Gov-
ernment, - : o
Archbishop Xominek asked
priests not to attend a meeting
in . Wroclaw on Tuesday at
which the cornerstone of a mon-
ument will be laid as part of the
Government’s celebration of the
1,000th anniversary of naticn-
hood. The church, at the same
‘time, is marking the 1,000th an-
nivgrsary' of Christlanity in Po-
Jand. X ’

* I The ceremony, the Archbishop

said, “is not a symbol of the
holy unity of Christ's church in
Poland.”  He added: *We want
to state that this event has been
organized without knowledge of
the church hierarchy and out-
wide its Jurisdiction, We  have
not”encouraged and we do not

gneoursge participation in celes

Priests Are Urged to Boycott Polish Ceremony

Archibishop Boleslaw Kominek

brations whose hidden ajms are
cleary” L N .

i In a letter to priests, Arch-
bishop ‘Kominek declared that
‘“weé have heen asking permission
for years from thé Government
Office of Religious - Affairs to
build. & few . new. churches in
Wroclaw ‘and vicinity, which we
would like o *dedicate. to the
memory of Pope John XXIIL"

7 hotisands " of . peopla’ were

+
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Asserts Event Was argapizccf
Without Church Knowledge .

worshiping in makeshift church«
es. The Office of Religlous Af-
fairs not only does not give per-
mission but” has even ordered
that-‘a church under constiuce
tion be.dismantled to its founw
dation” . .- Do

Pro - Government. s&; in
Wi‘o’étifv?‘di“géfﬁfz?ﬂ%gg memmo-f

rlal project to commemorate 4
statement - by Pope John that
the city was in the “Western
territories, recovered after cen-
turies.” Wrdelaw is 185 miles

S

southwest of Warsaw in an ares!
tiransferred from: Germany- to
Poland after World War I¥
Archbishop Kominek spurned
a Governinent move last month
to promote him as an alternate
to the Polish' Primate, Stefan
Cardinal Wyszynski, whoseceles
brations of the -millenium of

{Polish Christianity have touched

off . clashes between
and the police,. - . .
* Speaking in Kielee, about 100
miles south of Warsaw, Cardi.
nal Wyszynski told 20,000 cheer-;
ing followers last night; “How
frivolous are these suspicions
of :small people who think that
we want through .our .celebras
tions ‘somehow to demonstrate]
or want. somehow a -'test.“otj

strength . 0.

Catholics

|formed of an initiative by a po-|

Catholics to Shun "1
‘Red Driveto Build
- MonumenttoJ ohn

I
\

i %
| NAPLES, TItaly (Religious
‘News Service) — Roman/ Cathe«

;0lles have been barred from:

“participating in & Commnists

-sponsored drive to build mes
morlals to the late Jope John
Xx . . e - . l,‘
_ The flrst such memorial 18
planned in Piscinola, a Naples
‘suburb, - R '

Observers here sald the Com<
munist initiative stemmed from
the party's campaign to'estab-
lish a dialogue with Catholics,

In Piscinola, where the first
monument {s to be built, the
local chapter of the Communist
party distributed the following
leaflet: - o :

“Citizens, the Communists of:
Piscinola, wish to start a sub|
geription to raise the necessary
funds for a monument o John'
XXHL , 1

“To this end, they are ad-
dressing themselves to (J{.n po~

Jditical parties, to all Catholic
-associations and to individuals,
suggesting the creation of a
special commission representing
all trends, ‘ ;
| “To pay homage of John
XXIII, the Pope of peace, is
particularly significant in =a
moment when the resumption
of bombings over North Viet-
ham gravely - threatens world;
peace.” ) L

The Roman Catholi¢ c¢han-
‘eery office at Naples, informed
of the campaign, issued the
following statement: -
- “This Curia has been in-
litical movement, which iz def-
initely anti-Christian, to erect
'a monument of John XXIIT . .,
Owing’ to the evident political
speculation on which tHe initla:
tive ig based,-it is prohibited'
to the clergy, to'the Catholié
laity, ang to Catholic|associa-
tions to patticipate in any way,”) .

N - m et s g MY
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ST

¢




beclassified and Approved For Release 2012/06/28 : CIA-RDP78-03061A000400010029-7

Religion in the Soviet Union

I. The New Anti-Religious Campaign

In the January 1964 issue of Kommnist,
the Communist Party?'s Chief of propaganda,
Leonid Ilyichev, announced the broad new
ath®ist campaign. According to Partiynaya
Zhizn®, No. 2, 1964, an "Institute of Sci-
entific Atheism" has been set up to guide
all atheist propaganda in the country. Be~
ginning in the 1964-1965 academic year a new
faculty of scientific atheism will be es-
tablished in some universities and teachers'
colleges as well as at Moscow and Kiev Uni-
versities., Permanent courses for atheist
propagandists are being set up, and atheist
propaganda over the radio and television is
to be increased. On June 11, 1964 the Cen~
tral Committee of the Communist Party estab-
lished an Institute of Scientific Atheism in
the Academy of Social Sciences in Moscow M"to
coordinate scientific atheistic work, train
cadres of the highest qualifications, develop
topical problems of scientific atheism, hold
all-Union scientific conferences and seminars,
and establish contacts with scientific atheist
centers abroad."

Such drives are nothing new in the Soviet
Union, and the beginning of each new drive
is heralded by official complaints that the
last one was a failure. The reasons for
these failures are fairly obvious. First
of 'all, the career of an itinerant atheist
propagandist would hardly attract any Commu-
nist with any ability, Secondly, the “sci-

entific" pretensions of Communist ideology
are contimually belied by economic failures; -

and thirdly, the more troublesome religious
groups thrive on persecution, and finally,
some are driven underground where they are
more difficult to control. An additional
reason, mentioned in passing bty Ilyichev, is
that the peoples of the regions seized by
Russia use religion as one form of express-
ing their nationalism.

The current anti-religious campaign in-
augurated by Ilyichev appears to be a re-
sponse to a definite increase in the number
of believers reported in the Soviet press of

nmany of the Soviet republics. This rise in
religious influence coincides with the pop~
ular anger over severe economic difficulties
experienced in the Soviet Union ard thus con~
tributes to an alarming increase in the po-
tential for unrest.

As in past years, these reports blame the
laxity of local Communist officials and agi-
tators for the trend. Partiynaya Zhizn!t
Kazakhstana complained in August 1963 that
religion was gaining in Kazakhstan and crit~
icized "those agitators who consider that
the most effective means of struggle against

"religion is to get bellievers drunk and so

compromise them in the eyes of the community,"
It praised agitators who visited churches to
make sure that no children were there and
who harassed people who were planning church
waddings and funerals. In the Transcarpa~
thian region (annexed by Russia in 1945), com-
plained Pravda Ukrainy on September 4, 1963,
indifference to the atheist campaign was
such that one girl gave as an excuse for not
attending an atheist lecture the fact that
the church was having a service at that hour,
A former secretary of the Komsomol in the

- same place worked for the church council at

the same time and even became a deacon.

The Soviet Government maintains anti~
religious museums in various cities, and has
intermittently published atheist periodicals
as a guide to anti-religious agitators. The
current periodical is Science and Religion.
All children are compelled to attend state
schools, in the curriculum of which atheism
is taught in various courses. In some cases

. religious children have been subjected to

public humiliation and ridicule at school,
with grave psychological damage to them.

Some of the propaganda is on a high in-
tellectual level, consisting of competent
historical analysis of the origins of vari-
ous religions, but most is on a fairly prim-
itive level (i.e., taking peasants in the
twenties on airplane rides to show them there
were no angels in the sky, and in ths 1960%g
quoting astronauts as saying that they had
found no "paradise" along their orbits)..
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The Moscow journal Agitator, No. 4, Feb-
ruary 1962, describes the use of mobile athe-
ist squads sent into rural areas to conduct
anti-religious lectures:

") special mobile anti-religious expo-

,  sition_-- agitmashina / agitation ma-
chine_/ -- has been constructed in the
Volynskaya Oblast Museum. The lec-
turers and atheist agitators travel
with this machine to distant villages,
tripades, and settlements where they
conduct discnssions with the faithful
and show atheistic films."

Sovietskaya Latviya, on February 28, 1964,
gave an interesting example of how the gov-
ernment inserts atheist instruction into the
curriculum of secondary schools. The paper
describes atheistic "competitions" arranged
in the school:

"The excited Fifth Formers pestered
the judges. They refused to agree
that only the Eighth Formers should
take part in the atheistic competition.
Of course they did not know as much,
but that was one reason they worked
in the atheists?! club of the No. 2
Yraslav Decondary School under the. di-
rection of teacher Alekseyev... GSee--
ing the excited faces of the boys and
girls, the judges decided to hold an
extra competition for them.

"The first questions appeared:-
'Name any well-known atheistic works
you know.?' tCompose an anti-religious
limerick.?! tWrite an atheistic pgreet-
ing to a competing team.' ...Besides
that there was homework., Draw up a
program for an atheistic corcert., Make
up two or three drawings of an anti-
religious character... The hall was
crowded with schoolchildren., They en-
couraged their own team ard wildly ap-
planded clever answers... Klava Ar-
tamanova, pupil of No. 5 school, appears
on the stage. She acts sketches:
*What happened at the cemetery,! 'What
happened in church,! fHow Auntie took
the child to the Communion service.?
She is followed by singers. They sing
merry limericks composed by the school
children,"

In recent years the Communists have rec=-
ognized that even many convinced Communists
preferred a beautiful and dignified church
wedding to the mere “registration™ of the
union in a dirty office by a bored clerk.
The party has therefore established c¢lean
and suitable decorated marriage halls where
couples might be married in dignified sur-
roundings devoid of religious rites, Tho
journal Agitator, Moocow, No.4, February
1942, deseribes Lhe tactics in a rural aroas

"Frequently youths participate in.
religious rituals, not because they be-
lieve in God but because they are at-
tracted by their beauty and salemmity.
Taking this into consideration, we be-
gan paying more attention to publiciz-
ing the new traditions, customs, and
rituals. Solemn registration of wed-
dings...are now being conducted in the
Palaces and Houses of Culture, and in
C:ILUbsi" 'I'hg&;mlywe;is r:(ildett.o t‘}:e
club in a specially oquippe royka
[ threc-horse carriage or sleigh_/
which is decorated with ribbons and
flowers., The chairman or a deputy
of the village Soviet registers the
marriage, congratulates the newlyweds,
and gives them presents. Then there

. i3 a concert in their honor, and fi-
nally, a dinner.” :

Disturbed by the persistence of religious
baptisms of the infants, even of members of

- Commmunist organizations, the City Soviet of

Leningrad, according to adskaya Pravd

August 29, 1963, had set up two "Palaces of
the Newly Born," for "beautiful and solemn
rituals" of registration of infants, who are
presented with medals showing Lenin in an
armored car on one side and the baby's name

" and birth date on the other. This practice

is spreading to other Soviet cities and to
the Commnist countries of Eastern Europe.

One of the clumsier forms of anti-religious
propaganda was the attempt to assort that
roligious rites were detrimental to health.
Though practiced in the most advanced Western
countries for hygienic reasons byall faiths,
the Russian authorities describe Jewish cir-
cumeision as "barbaric,™ Newspapers con-
stantly warn of the dangers of priests?
transmitting germs to infants by breathing
in their faces during baptism. One suppos-
edly competont medical journal, the Medit-
sinskaya Gazeta in carly 1964 betrayed an

ignorance of science as great as that at-
tributed to the religious by pointing out
that baptized babies in Viadimir suffered
three times the incidence of skin diseases
as the unbaptized, and twice as many colds,

"and attributed this to dirty water in bap-

tismal fonts, the priests?! breath, etc, The
Journal apparently never suspected that the
lives of the religious poor are hardly as
sanitary as that of the unbaptized .atheist
aristocracy of the Communist Party.

II. Rasic Hostllity to Religion

Atheism 45 a basic principle of Communism.
In apite of occasional chanpe in tactica,

Page 2
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tnere has been no tundamental change in the
Communist viewpoint toward religion since
the days of Marx and Lenin, who are con-
stantly cited today in the Soviet press to
Justify and explain the Party's stand on
religious questions. .

beclassified and Approved For Release 2012/06/28 : CIA-RDP78-03061A000400010029-7

The Communists regard religion as a sup-
port of the political systems which they must
overthrow to achieve Communist world domina-
The practice and propagation of re~
ligicn is therefore considered "reactionary®
by Communists.

While its doctrine towards religion does
not change, the Communists have a record of
using various techniques as they pursue the
goal of stamping out religion in the regions
under Communist control. Where the Party
wields only minor political influemce, where
its control of the State is not complete,
and where religion plays an important part
in the national 1life, Communists avoid any
public avowal of their actual anti-religious
program. Instead, the religious question is
gidetracked as much as possible; church mem-
bers are welcomed into the Party; Communists
appear to support religious freedom; people
are deceived into believing that the Commu-
nists will respect their religion. Once
the Communist organization seizes political
power and controls the State, Party members
are forbidden to hold religious beliefs. Re-
ligious Commnists are eventually expelled
from the Party, and only convinced athelsts
are accepted as candidates for membership.

For the general public, the fiction of
Marxist compatibility with religion 1is
dropped only after the Party has consoclidated
its hold on the political apparatus and can
safely withstand widespread opposition to
its policies.

- As a facade to cover up the basic hostil-
ity of the Kremlin towards religion, its
leaders when asked about religious persecu-
tion in the USSR always point to Article 124
of the Soviet Constitution:

¥In order to insure to citizens
freedom of conscience, the church in
the USSR is separated from the State
and the school from the church. Free-
dom of religious worship and freedom of
anti-religious propaganda i1s recog-
nized for all citizens."

While thils article appears "liberal," a
careful reading shows it to be highly re-
strictive, Freedom of worship only is as-
sured. In other words, churches may do

nothing but COnauct BErvices. unly anti-
religious propaganda is permitted, and this,
moreover, is subsidized by the vast rescurces
of the State and Party.

IIT. Legislative Restraints on Relizion

Science and Religion (No. 5, May 1960),
the official Soviet atheist periodical, in
an article entitled "Against Infringements
of Soviet Legislation Covering Rellgious Ob-
servations," revealed the true extent of re-
ligious suppression currently practised in
the USSR. In discussing the laws, the ar-
ticle spelled out in detail the restrictions
on church affairs in the USSR as they exist
today:

Sermons :

"Soviet iegislation does not forbid
the priesthood to read sermons -in
churches, mosques, etc,'

"But such sermons must have a purely
religious content."

"The pulpits of churches must not
be used for political and other state-
ments unconcerned with religion and in
contradiction to the interests of the
Soviet state.”

"Members of the priesthood and sec-
tarian preachers often infringe these
requirements of the law. They do not
confine themselves in thelr sermons to
the treatment of religious questions
but refer to the most diverse subjects
of a political character, the upbring-
ing and education of children. Cases
have been established where events in
internal and international life have
been described and commented on in theoe
sermons in a distorted way. Some mem-
bers of the priesthood, trying to kin~
dle religious fanaticism, terrify their
congregations with the inevitability
of another war, and in doing so grossly
distort the causes which give rise to
wars and derogate the forces of the
people who are fighting for peace. Fre-
quently from the pulpits of churches,
mosques and meeting houses of the sec-
tarians, all kinds of fairy tales are
spread about the life of the Soviet
people, the moral features of the So-
viet man and the morals of the future
communist society. Preaching of this
kind is not allowed.™ .

Holy Places

"Question: In the Central Aslan
Republics and some other places there

! Page 3
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still continue to exist 'holy places!?
where pilgrims /Muslimg/ assemble in
the hope of being cured of diseases,
etc. Why is nothing done against this
deception of the believers?"

Action 1s taken."

“In recent times many such tholy
places! have been closed and pilgrim-
ages to them have ceased."

Pacifist Sects

"The Soviet Government organs pro-
hibit the activities of the tJehovah's
Witnesses! and the Pentacostalists."

"Nobody can evade the performance
of his public duties on the score of
religious convictions."

"The creed and the nature of the
activities of these sects are in con-
tradiction with the Congtitution of the
USSR and other laws of the state,"

“The constitution says funiversal
military training is a law.? The Je-
hovahites and Pentacostalists refuse
to do military service and forbid the
members of their sects to take up arms
in defense of the socialist Fatherland.
The Soviet state obviously cannot per-
mit the propaganda of such a creed
which incites the believers to disobey
the constitution.”

"The Pentacostalist sect is also
banned because its adherents indulge
in monstrous practices which injure
people both morally and physically."

Licensed Churches

"At the preosent time right of frece
celebration of their cult is enjoyed
in the USSR by: The Rusgian ard Georgian
Orthodox Churches, the 0ld Believer,

Catholic and Armenian Gregarian Churches,

the Associations of Mohammedan, Bud-
ddst and Jewish creeds, the sect of
Evangelical Baptists, the Seventh Day
Adventists and certain others,"

1Tt is necessary to distinguish be-
tween two categories a groups of sects.
The first is the sects which in ac-
cordance with the Constitution of the
USSR enjoy the free performance of
their religious rites. The second is
sects of an anti-state or fanatical
character whose activities are prohib-
‘{tad on the territory of the USSR.M

"The question 1o somotimes asked
which religion or church is most un-
desirable at the present time, so that
tha efforts of our propaganda may be

Page 4

concentrated against it. The matter
mist not be put in this way. Every
religion, every church, every sect is
harmful to the cause of bullding com-

munism ond_the ideological war must be
directed %M any ro?;. OS reli'9;gn
n_goneral. ‘mphasls added._/ |
Religious Prohibitions

"The priesthood sometimes forbids
believers to visit the cinema, schools
or clubs, to listen to the radio, or
to take part in the work of communal
organizations.”

"Such actions are an infringement
of the laws and regulations of the So-
viet Government on religious cults.®

Orchostras, Choirs, etc,

"Question: Are the religious as-
sociations permitted to form orches-
tras, choirs, and other artistic self-
expression comblnations; arrange con-

certs, excursions, evenings and meet-.

ings for young people; and carry on
work among children, young people and
women?"!

"Al1l such activities by religious
associations and the clergy are ille-
gal." L

/

"In the churches, mosques and prayer
houses the priests often glve special
sermons for children. Soviet legis-
lation prohibits religious associa -
tions to carry on special work among
children and young people, to arrange
special services for them or to ar-
range groups, circles or courses for
religious instruction."

"Religious associations do not en-
joy the right to form circles for ar-
tistic self-expression, to arrange
concerts, to organize excursions, ex-
hibitions, evenings or assemblies for
young people or to undertake other ac-
tions which are not connected with the
celebration of religious rites."

"Priests and sectarian preachers
have no other functions or duties be-
yond the celebration of religious rites.
They cannot perform actions which by
their nature are functions of the state
organs and commnal organizations.”

Charitable Works
"Why is the charitable work of the
church forbidden?™

"Soviet people do not need the cha
ity of the church."

et st e AR S Pt -
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"pitiful handouts of the church,
lollipops, etc., can have no place in
the life of the Soviet people. These
trifling sums, handed out by the church

from its huge income, can only lower
a person's dignity."

"Charity has no relationship with
the church and is therefore illegal.
It also is in contradiction with the
teachings of the church,”

"In accordance with the Soviet leg-
islation on religious cults, religious
associations are not allowed to estab-
1lish mutual assistance funds, to give
material aid, or to use the funds and
property at their disposal for any pur-
pose except satisfaction of religious
needs."

IV. The Record of Religious Repression

Although the Government has a long record
of steps taken to repress religion, Ilyichew,
the Head of the Central Committeets Agita-—
tion and Propaganda Department, had to ac-
knowledge in December 1961 that "religious
survivals of the past tenaciously maintain
their grip on millions of people." (Pravda,
December 27, 1961)

While the Covernment has been opposed to
all religion, it has been less severe towards
some religions than others. This variance
in treatment is apparently determined by
propaganda and foreign policy considerations:

A. The Russian Orthodox Church

The German invasgion promptéd the Govern~
ment to encourage Great Ruasian nationalism,
which has always been linked with the Rus~

‘sian Orthodox Church in the minds of the peo-

ple. In November 1942, on the 25th anni-
versary of the Communist Revolution, Acting
Patriarch Sergilus sent congratulations to
Stalin, whom he addressed as "the God-given
leader of the military and cultural forces
of the nation."
for victory and blessings to the soldiers at
the front. On September 5, 1943, Izvestiya,
announced that “Stalin received the acting
Patriarch Sergius, Metropolitan Alexius of
Leningrad, and Metropolitan Micholas of Kievh
As a result of this meeting, Sergius was in-
stalled as Patriarch of Moscow and All Rus-
sia on September 12, 1943. The first issue
of the political publication of the newly
restored patriarch, the Journal of the Mos~
cow Patriarchate, also appeared on this date.

The church offered prayers

: Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/06/28 : CIA-RDP78-03061A000400010029-7

In October 1943 the Government set up a
Council for the Russian Orthodox Church, sub-
ordinate to the Council of People's Commis-
sars, under G, E, Karpov, a secret police of-
ficial. In 1944 Jzyvestiya went so far as
to publish an appeal by the patriarch urging
the faithful to attend confession and com-
munion. In August 1944 the Council for the
Russian Orthodox Church ammournced that "priests
may go to their parishioners or engage in
proselytizing work either in church or out-
side.," In September it decreed that *Par-
ents may religiously educate their children
themselves.,.or send them to the homes of
priests for such education. Children of dif-
ferent families may also gather in groups to
receive religious instruction.” The Gov-

ernment was thus able to take the wind out -

of the sails of the Germans, who had decreed
full religious freedom in the occupied areas.

Most of these measures of relaxation were
abolished after the war, but some religious
instruction of minors was permitted until
1964, when Leonid Ilyichev denounced this
laxity as a Stalinist violation of the Len-
inist attitude toward religion.

The Orthodox Church emerged from the war
in a privileged position, having been found
by the regime to be indispensable to the na-
tionalist Russian feeling which had weathered
the ordeal of the German invasion and whose
further encouragement was deemed desirable
after the war., The Orthodox Churchhad for
centuries been assoclated closely with the
glories of Russian imperial expansion now
inculcated in the young in rewritten history
books, and the domes of some Orthodax churches
were regilded as a reminder,

Although the Orthodox Church enjoyed fa-
vored status both with respect to foreign
contacts useful to the Soviet Foreign Minis-
try and in internal activities for a long
time, it appears to have suffered almost as
much as the other faiths in recent years
within the USSR, Eight seminaries and two
religious academies were operating in 1958,
but the Zhurnal Moskovskoi Patriarkhii, No.
10, 1962, reveals that only three seminaries
were operating in1962-1963, Orthodax Church
leaders had given foreign church leaders a
figure of 20,000 churches, 30,000 clergy,
and 50,000,000 believers in the Soviet Union,
All these figures appear exaggerated, but in
any case the true number must have been re-
duced in recent years, probably by the same
proportion as the seminaries.
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The povernment pross campaign of exposos
of alleped immorality, embozzlement, dis-
henosty, and other roprehensible behavior
on the part of priests indicates that the
Orthodox Church is under great prossure.

Ais an inetrument of the Russian state,
free of suspicion of foreign or particular-
ist ties, the Orthodox Church enjoys the po-
sition of a kind of unofficial department of
the Soviet Foreign Ministry, entrusted with
foreign assignments better conducted in a
cassock than a double-breasted suit. There
are a number of Orthodox monasteries and
other small religious communities in the Mid-
dle East traditionally affiliated with tho
Russian Orthodox Church of the Tsars to which
delegations of Russian churchmen, bearing
Soviet passports hardly ever issued to mem-
bers of other faiths, make periodic visits,
The solicitude of the atheist Soviet state
for the spiritual health of a few thousand
Christians in the region puzzles the govorn-
ments of these countries. Some ohaervers
interpret the exchanges of religious visits
with the Ethiopian Coptic Church to a Rus-

sian desire to build it up as an African com~ -

petitor to a more dangerous African rival of
the Soviet Union -~ Islam. The Russian Or-
thodox Church has also waged a struggle of
many years to regain control of branches of
the church in North and South America which
becane independent when the Church in Moscow
fell under the control of the Soviet author-
ities,

B. The Minority Relipglons

It is not always clear whether a measure
taken by the Russian authorities against the
relipgion of a non-Russian people was due to
actual religious observances, "bourgeois na-
tionalist” (a Russian expression denoting
the desire of a non-Russian people in the
USSR to free itself from Russian control),
or "cosmopolitanism" (admiration for culture
outside the Soviet Union), or a combination,
The Muslims, Catholics and Jews are particu-
larly subject to charges of ''"bourgeois na-
tionalism," while Russian Orthodox clergymen
are of course immune to this charge.

1. Islam The historically Muslim peo-
plas conquered by the Hussians in the 19th
Gemtury rmmber abnut 30 million, of whom
2vei% £ millinn ntill practice their reli-
Zion. Islam has always been the rallying
point of the peoples of Central Asia against
the Russian conquest, and later for rebel-
lions against Russian rule, . Whan Sovict
Rusaian armies reinvaded Central Asia in 1918

to c¢rush the newly independent Muslim states,
the long Basmachi Rebellion ensued, continu-
ing intermittently until the thirties. It
was effectively crushed by 1931, when the
last important rebel loader, Ibrahim Beg,
Commander of the Muslim Liberation Army of

Bukhara, was captured and shot; but between
1930 and 1933 alone, according to Kommunist '
Tadzhikistana, February 16, 1956, sixty-six!

Muslim rebel bands were exterminated.

As in Algeria, the link between Islam and
suppressed nationalism is both subtle and

strong. An article in Xommunist Uzbekistana,

No. 10, 1963, complained:

""One of the favorite methods of the
Muslim priesthood in adapting the re-
ligion of Islam to socialist reality
is their attempt to endow all religious-
reactionary .traditions, rites and cus-
toms with the appearance of *mational?
traditions... Some intelligent peo-
ple, often even Communists although
they consider themselvos to be athe-
ists, observe religious rituals inside
their families, mistakenly considering
that these are tnational! rituals."

The celebration of the Muslim haly season
of Ramadan and other feasts 1s periodically
condemned by the Russian authorities because
it takes workers away from Production.‘Near-
1y all the cotton produced for Russian in-
dustry is grown in the predominantly Muslim
republics.

The suppression of Islam is more diffi-
cult because of the strong salidarity of its
predominantly Asian adherents against the
European colonists, and Russian ignorance of
the native languages. One reads of mosquos
being closed "at the requast of believers"
(Xommnist Tadzhikistana, March 17, 1961),
but other articles in the press reveal pop~
ular collusion to keep mosques operaling se-
cretly. The January 1964 issue of Xomm-~
nist, Moscow, complained that many Muslim
religious leaders were operating illegally,
that some mosques officially "not in use®
were being used, pilgrimages to noted
"mazars" {mausoleums) were continuing, and
mosques were secretly operating disguised as
tea-houses, clubs, and museums, The Febru-~
ary 1964 issue of the atheist journal Sci-
ence and Heligion reported the discovery of
an illegal "medrosseh™ (raligious school) in
Andizhan, Uzbekistan, where childron learned

‘prayors and versos from the Xoran. Also,

the official Muslim clergy is only a frac-
tion of the real clergy operating among the
people," according to L. Klimovich in Nauka

i Relipiva, No. 3, 1962.
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The Muslim clergy has suffered almost as

- much as the Christian from the campaign of
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ish, and a new one was developed: The chair-
man of the Society for the Dissemination of

defamation conducted by the press., A typi- Political and Scientific Knowledge, M. B.
eal article in Turkmenskaya Iskra, on June Mitin, gave the following guidance to Soviet

12, 1962, said:

n,,.from the beginning of the rise of
‘the Islamic religion, all actions of
the tholy! prophets of Allah were de-
termined by profit motives, the strug-
gle for power, and the pursuit of
wealth,.. Mollah Aga Guseyn, Mollah
Fattakh, Mollah Karakhan, Alla Kuli
Mollah and Mollah Ramazan are the most
thorough charlatans.,"

The article accuses these mullahs of
"opimes.," Mollah Aga Guseyn was accused of
"gtealing' six sacks of sugar, some tea, and
reading the sacred book aloud near a tavern.

" Other articles accuse mullahs of drunkenness.

fications of the Russians for their continued
retention of their Muslim possessions is the

- alleged danger that otherwise these areas

would fall into the clutches of the Turks,
the British, or the Americans, N.A. Smir-

nov!s Ocherki Istorii Izucheniya Islama v

SSSR, Moscow, 1954, states:

"The task confronting Soviet investi-
gators of Islam is...unmasking the can-
temporary role of Islam as a support
of the exploiter classes and the colo-
nial regime disclosing the reactionary
essence of Pan-Islamism axd Pan-Turkism,
which is against the people ard is used
primarily by the American imperialists
. to enslave the peoples of the East."

propagandists in Voprosy Filosofii,
1957

_"In demonstrating the anti-scientific
character of Islam, we must at the -
same time take into consideration the:
part it is playing under present-day
conditions, when, under its banner, a
number of movements of great progres-
sive importance are proceeding... From -
this it follows that aur lecturers must
have great political insight, a pro~-
found grasp of contemporary social
processes, in order to carry on a proper
fight against Islam."

No. 5'

In other words, do not offend fareign Mus-
lims friendly to the Soviet Union. Thus in

Y An edition of the Koran in Arabic, planned three years Islam passed from a “support for
o for 1958, did not appear until 1960, and then the colonlial regime," etc., to "great pro-
- only in 4,000 copies. On September 1, 1963, gressive importance.”" But the rise of Nasser
in an apparent attempt to curry favor with . and the failure of pro-Russian elements to
Middle Eastern Muslims, the Soviet news agency seize control of Iraq has disillusioned Mos-
Tass announced that a new edition of the cow, The new life breathed into slumbering
;' Koran had been published under the auspices Islam by vigorous nationalists is considered
: of the Peoples of Asia Institute headed by particularly alarming.  An article in the
! B.G. Gafurov. Since this edition is in Rus- No. 10, 1963 issue of Kommunist Uzbekistana
$ sian, however, it can be read by few of the states: '
! Muslims in the USSR, and was therefore prob- - .
: ably plamned as a reference wark for Russian "Important theologians, public fig-
: atheist agitators in their propaganda against ‘;g:s{m:;h;ig:%i;gggmiglfmlﬁﬁz 8 f";’:
i Islam. No mention was ma.de.of any editions eign countries of the East. They are
] in the languages of the Muslim peoples. sparing no effort to make the dogmas
j of the Koran and the Hadithi of the
; Relations With Muslims Abroad The Rus- tProphet! Mohammed accord with the con-
- sian authorities regard the Pan-Islamic move- temporary life of society and the eco-
ments of the Middle East with apprehension, nomic and political corditions of these
U e, since, carried to its logical conclusion, it countries. Philosophizing Muslim
\_/ would imply the secession of the Russian- theologians abroad, while adapting Is-
. held Muslim states. One of the past justi- lam in the interests of the reactionary
-’ hierarchy of the national bourgeoisie

and depicting Islam as a 'particular
form of sotialism,? have in recent
years been stepping up their attacks
on the theory of scientific communism
and are coming out under the flag of
anti-cqmmunism. .. Bourgeois nation-
alistsd, in making use of the Muslim
religion, are awakening among the
toilers suspicion and hatred of the
countries of the socialist camp and
commnists, and are justifying 'theo-

" retically' the persecution of Commu-
nist parties and the physical destruc-
tion of their leaders in certain coun-~
tries of the Kast today."

(1) When used to refer to persons outside
the Soviet Union, this term means those

Political developments in the Middle East
soon made this line sound exceedingly fool-

who oppose Communist parties affiliated with .
the USSR. =
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In ordor to prevent such dangorous ideas
from penetrating the Rugoion Muslim possoco~
sions, only a few trusted Soviet Muslimg aro
allowed out of the country each year. Only
11 were permitted to make the pilgrimage to
Mecea in 1963. Akhmitjan Babakhan, described
as the Imam of the Moscow mosque, which ex-
i9ts primarily for the benefit of foreign
Muslim diplomats since there are few Muslims
from the Russian southern possessions resi-

. cdent there, makes broadcasts to the Middle
East in support of Russian policy‘there, and
occasionally travels to Muslim conferences
abroad.

To make doubly sure that Soviet Muslims

remain cut off from their fareign coreligion- .

ists, the teaching of Arabic was forbidden
decades ago--except to certain persons to be
sent on foreign assignments, and the impor-
tation of periodicals fran the Muslim Middle
East is forbidden, except to restricted Rus-
sian government libraries. A member of the
Pakistani Ulema, Maulana Abdul Wahab, wrote
in the newspaper Dawn, August 2, 1957, after
his return from the USSR: '"No Muslim owns
a printing press or journal... Muslims have
no freedom to import Arabic, Persian, or
Turkish books from the Muslim countries."

2. The Position of Jews In addition to
purely religious restrictions, anti-Semitism
among Russian Communists was formerly attrib-
utable partly to the prominence of Jows anong
the Menshevik wing of the Social Democratic
Party, which was persecuted after the revo-
lutions

n_,.0ne of the Bolsheviks (Comrade
Aleksinsky, I think) joddngly remarked
that the Mensheviks are a Jewish fac-
tion and the Bolsheviks a genuinely
Russian faction, so that it would seem
not out of order for us Bolsheoviks to
hold a pogrom in the Party."

---Stalin, J.V., Sochineniya (Works),
Moscow, 191;6, ‘o1, » page 50.

The nationalistic Soviet education which
assipgns a unique cultural and political role
to the Russian people alone in ages past,
reinforces the popular image of the minori-
ties, particularly those with foreign con-
nections, as "alien" and suspect. The Jews,
sozviersd throughont the Slavic population,
are the largest such group. Furthermore,
the exercise of their religion has been zub-
Ject to somewhat greater restrictions than
most others.

. .

A Russian statement to the United Nations
in 1956 gave a figure of 450 synagogues in
the Soviet Union, and a Moscow radio broad-
cast lato in December 1963 gave a figure of
only 96. In the greater part of the Soviet
Union, state bakeries refused several years
ago to bake the unleavened bread (matzohs)
required for the Passover feast, thus shut-

ting off the supply to most religious Jews, '

who may not prepare it in the non-kosher
kitchens shared with other tenants in their
apartment houses. The sympathy of many Soviet
Jews for Zionism, their desire to emigrate,
and their American connections have added
to the governmentts suspicion of them. Con-
tacts botwesn Soviet Jows and visiting for-

eign Jews are greatly feared by the Russian

authorities as a source of reoports of anti-
Semitism in the USSR, which offends persons
in Europe and America who might otherwise
be favorably disposed toward the Soviet Union.
The Soviet government has discouraged such
contact by a series of trials which equated

+ such contacts with treasonable espionage.,

Trud, on January 19, 1962, announced the

arrest of 20 Jews for espionage and linked -

them with "Israeli 'intelligence agents,!"

who, for additional intimidating effect, were °

in turn linked with the American Central In-
telligence Agency. The article mentions
actual (in the non-Commnist sense--or ‘un-
derstood" in the Western World) espionage
only twice and fails to state that the ac-
cused actually delivered such information to
the "agents.”" The true nature of the "espi-
onage" is mentioned four times: "Vile slan-
ders of Soviet reality," i.e,, complaintscl
diserimination and persecution. The Trud
exposé attempts to frighten Jews away from
the remaining synagogues by describing the
latter as nests of sples: "...It was proved
by documents that the Israeli diplomats use
synagogues for meetings with people whom they
need for glving instructions and directives

and for obtaining espionage and slanderous .

information."

The teaching of Hebrew to a minor is il-
legal. No Hebrew prayer books were pub-
1ished between 1917 and 1958, when an edi-
tion of 3,000 was issued for the use of sev-
eral hundred thousand religious Jews.

Forei
in 1963-1964 apparently lod, in early 1964,
to a rolaxation af Soviet Government pressure
againat Jewish cultural activities. The
Government prepared to publish some Yiddish
books, and a number of well-attended Yiddish

Page g

-~ Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/06/28 : CIA-RDP78-03061A000400010029-7

outrago at anti-Semitic incldents .




™
s

cultural events were pérmitted in towns with
a large Jewish population. One Yiddish the-

“ater is said to exist in the Ukraine, and
there is one Yiddish journal, Sovetishe Heim~ .

land, which, however, is devoted largely to
denunciations of foreign charges of Soviet
anti-Semitism, polemics against Zionism, and
the advancement of other Soviet policies.

Official suspicion of Jews has led to their
exclusion from certain sensitive types of
employment in the government. The Russian

‘defector Igor Gouzenko recalls that the ruth-

less purge of Jews from the ranks of the
diplomatic service and other government bu-
reaus began under Stalin. The Yugoslav Com-
munist Djilas (in Conversations With Stalin,
New York, 1962, page 170) relates the fol-
lowing incident during his official visit
to the USSR after the war:

"lesakov (a Russian official)...boasted
of how *Comrade Zhdanov purged all the
Jews from the apparatus of the Central
Committee.? ...Lesakov told me.,.about
the Assistant Chief of the General
Staff, General Antonov: 'Imagine, he
was exposed as being of Jewish arigin.m

The continued presence aithe Central Com~
mittee (until dismissed in 1957) of Llazar
Kaganovich, despite the above comments,

. showed that by completely renouncing all

Jewish affiliations and possessing a good
political background, a Jew could overcome
the discrimination. When questioned by
Journalists in Paris on April 8, 1964, con-
cerning official discrimination against Jews,
Alexey Adzhubey, editor of Izvestiya, listed
a number of prominent Jewish scientists,
writers, theatrical artists, and a Jewish
Vice-Minister, Dymshits. He was evasive,
however, when asked to name a single young
Jew in the diplomatic service, in an impor-

- tant scientific position, or in the army of-

ficer corps.

Discrimination is facilitated by the in-

ternal passport, required at age 16 of all

persons living in or near towns. This pass-~
port lists the bearerts "nationality" on
page 5. All such Jews therefore must bear
a passport with the designation "Jew." Va-

" rious reliable Soviet sources have admitted
" in interviews that there is a quota on the

number of Jewish applicants to university

- study in certain preferred professions, but

point out that Jews are still greatly over-
represented in higher education with respect
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| to their proportion to the total population. '

By virtue of their higher incomes and con~
centration in cities, Jews enjoy a "naturaln
advantage in access to universities, result-
ing in an accidental disadvantage to non-
Jews which the Soviet Government feels it
must correct to a certain extent. Although
these disabilities apply irrespective of re-
ligious practice, the religiocus Jew suffers
additional discrimination.

Though offset considerabiy by the prom~
inence of Jews in the early Russian Commu-

nist Party, the traditional trading and lend~

ing vocation of the bulk of the Jewish pop-
ulation of Europe made them the natural tar-
gots of Communist ideology. Among Karl
Marx's many demunciations of the role of Jews
in soclety is the following:

"What is the world basis of Jewry?
Practical need, avarice., What is the
world religion of the Jew? Haggling.
What is his earthly God? Money. ..
The emancipation of the Jews in its fi-
nal meaning is the emancipation of man-
kind from the Jews,"

~--Karl Marx und Friedrich Engels:
Historisch-—}(rnztische Ge_s%mt-—
Ausgabe. Im Auftrag des Marx-'.
Engels Instituts, Moskau, her-
ausgegeben von D. Rjasanow, 1.
Abt. I, 1, page 601.

This quotation appeared in the anti-Semitic
book _Judaism Without Embellishment by T.
Kichko, published in December 1963 by the
Ukrainian Academy of Sciences and withdrawn
in April 1964 by the Soviet Government after
world-wide protest. The book repsated at-
tacks against Judaism, Zionism, and alleged
blackmarketing by Jews which had appeared in
dozens of Soviet provineial newapapers in
recent years., Similar books have been pub-
lished which vilify other religious groups

- 88 well, but Kichko's work drew immediate

foreign attention because of the offensive
cartoons, most of which featured exaggerated
Semitic facial features in the marmer of Nazi
caricatures.

Two other attacks against Judaism, The

Reactionary Essence of Judaism and Conversa-
tion in the New Year had appeared previously
in Russian.

A synagogue was burned by a mob in Mala-
khovka, near Moscow, in 1962, the wife of
its caretaker apparently killed, and anti-
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- Semitic leaflets scattered. A visitor to

the Leningrad synagogue in 1962 rmoticed that
- all the windows on one side had been replaced
. and additional replacements were stacked in-
" side in case of emergency. Gang attacks on
- synagogues have also been reported from othar
parts of Rusala.

The Feconomic Trials The traditional
commercial experience of most Jews naturally
resulted in their concentration in the state
trading network of the Soviet Union — the
weakest area of the Soviet economy. The
high prices and shortages of consumer goods
have tended to focus popular exasperation
against the government, particularly in re-
cent years. The authorities have attempted
to divert popular anger to more convenient
scapegoats -- dishonest employees of state
trading outlets selling merchandise "out the
back door' on the black market, etc. The
Soviet press strove to emphasize the Jewish
background of the deféendants in most cases.
In the case of some Georpglian Jews whoge ox-
otic names would not indicate even to a Rus-
sian that they were Jews, the press empha-
. sizmed the discovery of Jewish religious ar-
ticles and publications among their posses-
sions.

_ The reasons for this emphasis are ob-

scure, but it is common knowledge that thero
has been a phenomenal rise in "economic
crimes® in the Soviet Union by all sections
of the population. Last year 16,000 offi-
cials were sacked in Kazakhstan alone for
corruption. Some observers believe that the
government is attempting to discourage Rus-
aslans and Ukrainians from speculation by
branding such activity as "Jewish" and hence
unpatriotic and "alien."

3. The Protestarts and "'Sectarjans” The
largest protestant group in the USSR is the
Raptists, who, in conversations with for-
elgners, have claimed a membership of
4,000,000, mostly in Russia, grouped in
5,400 communities. There are thought to be
about 1,000,000 Lutherans, who have absorbed
the smaller Methodist groups. Both of these
live mostly in the Baltlc States. There are
soeveral million "Old Believers," an aggre-
pate of offshoots from the Orthodox Church.
537 £ thena protentant gronpn aro 1iconnod
ns legitimate relipionn organizationa by tha\
government.
some small sects, known as "Sectarians)
which have heen refused liconses an_roligimn

In addition, however, thero are’

organizations and have been designated anti-
stato organizations because of beliefs which
challenge the authority of the ‘Soviet Gov- :
ernment. The most important of these is the .
Jchovah's Witnesses, who seem to thrive on
tho most sevare persccution meted out to any
religious group in the USSR, The mysterious !
ability of the Witnesses even to operate ’
clandostino printing presses — in a country
whore printing or reproduction equipment
must be registered with the police — is es-
pecially annoying to the police. The Jeho-
vahts Witnesses! open rejection of the au- :
thority of any state, and the location of :
their headquarters in Brooklyn, WS.A., casts :
them in the role of an anti-state underground
political organization in the eyes of the
Soviet Government. The Soviet press con-
tains frequent mention of trials of Jehovah?s
Witnesses, including the seizure of their
children (a fate suffered by other sects as
well). The following article in Trud, De-
cember 26, 1962, reporting the arrest of some
Jehovah's Witnesses is typical of many:

"The sect of Jehovah's Witnesses is
actually not a religious but a politi-~
cal organization. Its heads in Brook-
1yn (New York, USA) worked out sg:cial
instructions Por strict secrecy re-
gard to all the work of the Witnesses
and arranged for coded .reports cover-
ing all their day-to-day work... De=-
testing Soviet rule and the socialist
camp, the heads of the Jehovah's Wit-
nesses sect order its members to col=
lect political and economic informa-
tion for the Witnesses! center in
Brooklyn, USA, and to spread lying,
panic rumors. . «+They aestablished
underground printing presses in the
villages of the Irkutsk and Transg—
Carpathian Oblasts. There thoy re-
produced the tljteraturet which they
received from the USA."

A case was reported on February 8, 1964,
in Kazakhstanskaya Pravda. Four members of
a religious sect known as the True Orthodox
Believers had been sentcnced to terms of 3
to 7 years! imprisonment in " a corrective
labor colony of strict regime® for "anti-
Soviet propaganda and agitation, and the
manufacture, storage, and distribution of
literature of a slanderous nature, for lead-
ership of an underground sect, the work of
which, 'done under the pulae of the oxercise :
of reliplous riten, involved injury to thoe
health of, and infringement of the rights of,
citizens." Tho phrase "rights of citizensn
usually means the "right" of children not to
have religious instruction. .
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In such cases, and the case of some mem~-
bers of an "outlawed fanatical sect of Re-
formed Adventists® arrested in Kutaisi
(Zarya Vostoka, October 25, 1963), the cul-
prits are tried under the laws applicable to

: political criminals.

4

|

Some "0ld Believers" and a few Orthodox
monks fled decades ago into the Siberian

! taiga, there to live their version of the
: Christian life without giving trouble to any
* one or suffering hindrance themselves., There
- they led a pioneer existence, cut off from

! the world.

But recently some of these set-
tlements were discovered by Soviet aerial

. reconralssance in the forests and bogs along

- the remote Dubches River,

© liquidated.

The Soviet press is not above twisting a

' news story in order to damage the reputation

of the sectarians:

", ,.5. Zagoruyko, special correspond-
ent of the newspaper Sovetskaya Kul'-
tura, has studied only su er%iciEIIy
the case of the murder of the militant
atheist Bel'kov in Biysk bty his neigh-
bor, the wild fanatic¢ Shegurov, and
called the murderer a sectarian and his
teachers -~ sectarlian preachers. And
yet 1t was obvious that the crime was
committed by a fanatical member of the
[ Russian_7/ Orthodox faith. ...Such
approaches as this only give our ene-
mles a chance to discredit our propa-

ganda."
~==], UYzkov in Nauka i Religiya, Mos-
Ccow, No. 3’ 962,

The regime seems embarrassed by the fact
that the sectarians and religious people
generally, are better behaved than the rest
of the population. Izvestiya on December

~ 11, 1963 reported "disgraceful rumars {(which

turned out to be unjustified) in a certain

- plant that one of the workers was a sectarian,
- and quoted his accusers as follows:

"A sect member! A really inveterate
onel! And all his habits are those of
sect members! Judge for yourselves:
He doesn't drink; he cantt stand to-
bacco; and, thirdly, he doesn't curss.
So what more do you need? He's obvi-
ously a sect memberi®

The Soviet press contains many reports of
Baptists gaining influence over youth, par-
ticularly in rural areas. Jeninskaya Smena

and presumably’

complained on February 25, 1964, concerning
Baptist proselyting in Karaganda, that "We
are losing while they are gaining.'' Reports

of such religious activity in rural areas

are usually coupled with charges of laxity

on the part of the local officials, some of

whom are accused of sympathizing with the
religious groups. Occasionally groups of
Baptists break away from the "official,® li-
censed Baptist organization in order to es-

cape close surveillance of their missionary -

activity., Komsomolets Uzbekistana on Feb-
ruary 27, 1964, described a trial of Baptists
in Tashkent:

",..a group of Baptists which had split
away from the official community met
secretly in apartments and organized
group-listening to radio broadcasts
from abroad. From abroad they also
recelved 1llegal literature: pamphlets,
all sorts of messages and tdivine?
poems and songs which contalned slan-
ders of Soviet reality, and calls to
unite and take action under the banner
of religlous convictions against the
existing order.“

"Slanders of Soviet reality" (i.e., crit-
icism of conditions within the USSR) is a
cliché which crops up frequently in charges
against minority religions, although there
is no law containing this phrase. Thece
Baptists were accused of reproducing reli-
glous sermons on tape and in manuscript form.
Despite the Constitutional guarantee of free-
dom of speech, one of the most serious crimes
in the Soviet Union is the unauthorized pos-
session of the means to primt anything, even
if the material printed in itself violates
no law. Sovetskaya Kul'tura, on February 3,
1962, reported that a group of evangelists
were sentenced to exile in "a special, re-
mote place with obligatory assignment to work
at the place of settlement." They were son-
tenced under the sweeping "Parasite" law,
which, though generally applicable to unem-
ployed persons who refuse to accept Joba
provided by the state, has been used to ex-
ile anyone incurring the displeasure of the
Communist officials, In this case the ar-
ticle admitted that the accused did work,
but "only for the sake of appearances."
Again the reason for the severe sentence

o T T T R

seems to have been the acquisition of tape :

recorders, even though the content of the !

tapes and confiscated literature was said |

merely to have been "possimisticeesesanti-
social, and religious.”
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L. The Roman Catholics As a result of
the Russian military occupation of foreign
territory after World War II, botween 7 and
8 million Roman Catholics are now under Rus-
sian rule, nearly all in former eastern Po-
land (West Ukraine) and Lithuania, which 1s
81.2 per cent Catholic. Soviet policy to-
ward these two areas is strikingly different.
In the West Ukraine, the Catholics were mem-
bers of the Uniat branch of the Catholic
Church, which shares some of the rites of the
Russian Orthodox. The Soviet Government
simply abolished the Uniat Church and trans-
ferred its members and property to the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church. It demanded that the
Uniat clergy renounce allegiance to Rome and
submit to the jurisdiction of the Russian
Orthodox Church. While some priests did in
fact abjure Rome, many, along with their
bishops, refused and were arrested along
with the Uniat archbishop Slipyi, who was
eventually released to Rome in late 1963.
Many churches were closed and priests shot
or deported, usually without the lip serv-
ice to Soviet law practiced elsewhcre. This
policy of ropression continues to this day.

The West Ukrainians resisted the Soviet
occupation-~often violently~-and guerrilla
bands led by Stepan Bandera (eventually mur-
dered by Soviet secret police agsassin Bog-
dan Stashinskiy in Munich in 1960) fought
in the forests for some years. Religious
feelings stiffened West Ukrainian oppositicn.
The feeling between the Russian Communi st
' authorities and their new West Ukrainian
Uniat subjects is best illustrated by the
following bit of evening "antertainment®
broadcast by the Lvov-radio Jamiary 12, 1957
in reply to an anonymous threatening letter
from a Uniat Catholic:

“In the tone of your warning is felt
a hint to the fate of Yaroslav Galan,
mirdered by a nationalist Uniat bandit
“es tWe have received an order to
¥i1l Galan,® answered the bandit to
the question of the prosecutor, ‘be-
cause he was dangerous to the Vatican.!
The bandits we mean are the Ukrainian
bourgeois nationalists, the members of
the Bandera organization which in the
mind of every decent man long ago be-
came closely associated by their crim-
{inal relationship with the black Jesuit
and Uniat ravens... 1 probably make
no mistake if I take 3t you also be-
1sng to the Vatican breed of the ene-~
=iss ¢f the people... But, alas, you
nre too weak and your hands are too
short and our people have a formida~-
ble deadly stick for you onakon. Try
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on Docember 19, 1963.

to bite and you will be grasped by
your loathesome neck and things will
be all over for you."

There were about 800 former Uniat churches
in operation in 1962. Of the 25-30 Catholic
churches in Ivov in 1946, there are now three. :
The population is still far more religious
than that of any other part of the USSR. The .
woekly Moscow magazine Ogonyek reported in
its No. L6 November 1963 issue the discovery
of a secret cloister containing ten nuns in
Lvov. The article alleged that flags of
the Ukrainian nationalist partisan leader
Bandera were found there.

On the other hand, in Lithuania, after an
jnitial persecution in which about 1,200
priests were shot or deported, its severity
was reduced, perhaps because of a Russian -
fear of provoking the population to the vi-
olence experienced in the West Ukraine, par-
ticularly in view of the much greater pro-

- portion of Catholics in Iithuania. Accord-

ing to the Elta Pressa, a news gervice of the

Iithuanian College of St., Vladimir in Rome, .
greater freedom of religion became noticea- :
ble in 1959. On April 19, 1957, Tass re-
ported that fourteen Catholic priests had
graduated from a local seminary, claiming
£hat it was the twelfth such graduation since
the war., A Lithuanian Soviet broadcast at
that time claimed that 1,000 priests and
five bishops were working in Lithmania. This
is about 1/4 the ratio of priests to Catho-
lic population in the United States. In
1962 this number had dwindled to about 800,
with about 500 churches in operation. There
is one seminary at Kaunas. Only two priests
have been allowed to travel to Rome since
1944, and contacts are virtually cut off.

The Soviet authorities have stressed more

* subtle means of reducing religion in Iithua-

nia in recent years. In addition to the
usual propaganda and restrictions on the ac-
tivity of the clergy, they have tried to
promote a rump MNational Lithuanian Catholle
Church" independent of Rome. It has thus
far been unsuccesasful.

As in the case of the other minority re-
ligions, nationallsm appears to be the main
worry of'the occupying Russian authorities. -
nThe Catholic priests now drag in the thesis
that the concept of a tLithuanian patriot?
nocessarily includes his Catholic conscience
and sontiments," Soveaetskaya Litva
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Both at home and abroad, Soviet propa-
ganda attempts to discredit the Catholic
Church by associating it with the Nazis and
their allies in World War II.*

5. DBuddhists Little is known about
the condition of the Buddhists in the U3SR.
The Kremlin, for external propaganda purposes
and to show that religious freedom is granted
to Buddhists in the USSR, occasionally has the
abbot of Ivolga Lamasery, the abbot of Aginsk
Lamasery, and Bandido Khambo Lama Eshi~Dorji
Sharapov (Chairman of the Central Buddhist
Religious Board) attend international meet~
ings of Buddhists. The three went to the
Fourth Conference of the World Fellowship of
Buddhists held in Katmandu, Nepal, in Novem-
ber 1956, They also attended the ceremonies
in New Delhi venerating the 2500th anniver-
sary of the death of Buddha., Sharapov led
a delegation of Buddhists to Ceylon in 1960
and extended his trip to Burma and Cambodia,
assuring everyone that "the Buddhists in the
USSR have their own monuments, temples and
other places of worship where they carry out
their rites, led by lamas...
shrines are carefully preserved,”

Policy towards Buddhism has been one of
fluctuation. A Congress of Soviet Bud=-
dhists was actually held in Moscow the win-
ter of 1926-27. Good relations, however,
came to an end during the period of collec-
tivization and political purges, when Bud-
dhist doctrines were attacked on the ground
that they were against the doctrine of dia-
lectical materialism. These attacks, how-

!

(*) Such charges are best refuted by a list
of the titles of some of the propaganda books
issued in the Third Reich: “Jesuitism As a
Peril to the State," "Rome Against the Reich)
WThe Catholic Church As a Peril To the State,®

' mHail Cermany! Out With the Jesuits!" (cited

in Der Nationalsozialismuss Dokumente, ed.
by Walther Hofer, Frankfurt, 1957, pages 1652~
163). The Munich Gestapo referred to the
eircular of Pope Pius XI read in German Ro-
man Catholiec churches in 1937 as containing
#highly treasonable attacks against the na-
tional socialist state.® (Ibid., page 153)

Monuments and-
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ever, eased off by 1930 since too many Mon-
golian lamas began to emigrate to China. An-

" other cycles of persecution began in 1937,

and during World War 1I, the Kalmyks in Eu-
ropean Russia suffered the most among the
Buddhists in the Soviet Union. Currently,
Soviet propagandists contimie %o assert that
Buddhism has quite a large following in the
USSR and that the Buddhists! ideals for peace
are the same as the peace policies of % he
Communist Bloc,.

6. The Armenian Orthodox The Armenian
Orthodox Church is currently never criticized
by name, since it is the subject of an im-
portant Soviet campaign to induce Armenians
to resettle in the USSR and to gain control
of Armenian clergy abroad. In 1955, using
the numerous obedient "votes" of Soviet Ar-
menians, the Communists succeeded in arrang-

. ing the election, with the participation of -

non-Soviet Armenians, of a Soviet puppet
priest in Rumania as the new Katholikos, or
head, of the Armenian Church. Hils dead pred-
ecessor, though no puppet, was resident in
the USSR,

The Armenian Orthodox Church received a
substantial financial gift some years ago
from the Soviet Government for operating ex-
penses and for restoration of the cathedral
at. Echmiadzin. Rich foreign Armenians, in-
cluding Americans, have also contributed
large sums to the Soviet Armenian Orthodox
Church. The favoritism shown the Armenian
Church is reflected by the fact that such do~
nations in the past by rich foreigners to the
Protestant groups have been regarded by the
Commnists as signs of treasonable connec-
tions.

A broadcast in May 1956 reported an in-
terview with then Premier Bulganin in which
the Katholikos discussed closer ties with
Armenians abroad in ecclesiastical and “other
matters, Bulganin commented: "“Very good.
This fully correspondends with the present
policy of the Soviet Union."

There is a religious higher school which
the Katholikos claimed would have 100 students
by 1958. The present attendance is not known.
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